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Plastic Packaging Tax – BPIF at the forefront of supporting the Industry  

The UK Government will introduce a new Plastic Packaging Tax (PPT) on the 1st April 2022.  After this time tax at the 

rate of £200 per tonne will have to be paid on any plastic packaging that falls within the tax rules. The tax applies 

when the plastic packaging component does not contain a minimum of 30% recycled content. If you manufacture or 

import packaging, you will need to take steps to establish your status within the tax. Companies that manufacture or 

import more than 10 tonnes of plastic in 12 months will have to register and keep additional records to calculate and 

pay the tax if they are the company performing the last substantial modification before filling, packing and labelling. 

As printing has been designated as a 'substantial modification' many packaging producers will undertake the last 

substantial modification and be required to pay the tax. 

In 2021 the BPIF has been lobbying the new legislation by actively engaging in discussions with HMRC and 

responding to the consultations. Even though we are still awaiting further clarification from HMRC, having an 

understanding and awareness of PPT is key to ensuring that your business can be proactive when it comes to 

complying with the PPT regulations. The upcoming legislation will increase pressure on business operations, 

administrative processes, and impact costs.   

At the BPIF, we are working to source best practice solutions and to support our industry in understanding and 

implementing the upcoming legislation, especially how the legislation will impact specific industry sectors. We will 

be providing updates from HMRC and delivering roundtables where members can discuss their concerns and get 

their questions answered. 

To help BPIF members and the industry pre implementation date there will be frequent HMRC updates, a HMRC 

webinar, PPT roundtables. Post implementation there will be a PPT webinar series put in place to provide companies 

will with step-by-step guidance on the legislation. The PPT activity will be shared on the hub webpage on the 

Environmental Road Map.  

Plastic Packaging Tax Hub: www.britishprint.com/membership-services/environment/enviroroadmap/plastic-

packaging-tax/  

To ensure BPIF members and the industry are provided with the fullest support required a PPT helpdesk email 

account has been created. For companies to share their questions or queries, our internal experts will be available to 

provide an answer or we will engage with HMRC for more information on your behalf.  

Plastic Packaging Tax Helpdesk: ppthelp@bpif.org.uk 

We want to hear from you! Please help us support the industry by engaging in our PPT survey, sharing insight on 

what you know about the legislation, have you been communicating with HMRC and more. Go to 

www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/86P76XL to complete the survey.  

http://www.britishprint.com/membership-services/environment/enviroroadmap/plastic-packaging-tax/
http://www.britishprint.com/membership-services/environment/enviroroadmap/plastic-packaging-tax/
mailto:ppthelp@bpif.org.uk
http://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/86P76XL


 
 

 

 

 

To get started on understanding the legislation: 

8 Steps recommended by HMRC 

1. Work out which packaging is subject to Plastic Packaging Tax. 

2. Decide if you need to register for the tax. 

3. Work out the weight of the packaging you manufacture or import. 

4. Check when you must register for the tax. 

5. Find out how to register. 

6. Check which records and accounts you must keep and how to carry out due diligence. 

7. Read how to claim a credit or defer paying Plastic Packaging Tax (if applicable). 

8. Find out how to complete your return. 

Go to www.gov.uk/government/collections/plastic-packaging-tax to access further information on the 8 steps above 

 

The British Printing Industries Federation (BPIF) 

The BPIF is a thriving, best-in-class trade association invigorating a modern, progressive print industry. We 

inspire those within the UK print, printed packaging and graphic communication industries to see 

opportunities for growth. Our members form a diverse and influential community and together we ensure 

the industry’s voice is heard in Government.  

We help solve business problems and drive strategic change providing the highest standard of support so 

our members can grow and develop healthy, sustainable and profitable businesses. Our experts specialise 

in offering practical, value-adding solutions for all areas of a business, ranging from HS&E and quality 

issues to HR disputes. They provide resolutions of technical or legal issues as well as giving advice and 

support on training, marketing, sales and finance.  

We are passionate about upskilling the industry, making it our mission to educate, inspire and equip the 

future generation of print. In addition we offer a wide range of opportunities for networking both regionally 

and nationally, including prestigious events, special interest groups and popular short courses on a wide 

range of topics.  

For more information on the BPIF, visit: www.britishprint.com 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/work-out-which-packaging-is-subject-to-plastic-packaging-tax
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/decide-if-you-need-to-register-for-plastic-packaging-tax
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/how-to-work-out-the-weight-of-packaging-for-plastic-packaging-tax
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/when-you-must-register-for-plastic-packaging-tax
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/register-for-plastic-packaging-tax
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/record-keeping-and-accounts-for-plastic-packaging-tax
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/how-to-make-due-diligence-checks-for-plastic-packaging-tax
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/claim-a-credit-or-defer-paying-plastic-packaging-tax
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/completing-your-plastic-packaging-tax-return
http://www.gov.uk/government/collections/plastic-packaging-tax

