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THE ‘PRINTER’S IMPRINT’

Under the Newspapers, Printers and Reading Rooms Repeal Act 1869, as amended by the Printer’s Imprint Act 1961, a printer is bound to put his name and address on the first or last leaf of every paper or books he prints, under penalty not exceeding £50 per copy. This includes books, journals, newspapers, periodicals, and most other matter printed in the UK. This detail is known as the 'Printer's Imprint'. There is no current statutory requirement for printed matter to bear the name and address of the publisher. The single exception to this is election literature. It is a matter of choice for the majority of book and journal publishers to provide full contact details on all their publications. 

PRINTER’S IMPRINT

The latest legislation relating to England, Scotland and Wales on this subject is the Printer's Imprint Act of 1961. This was itself a modified version of the Newspapers, Printers and Reading Rooms Repeal Act of 1869 which reproduced and continued in force a number of provisions of earlier Acts, notably of 1799 and 1839. 

The printer's imprint is required on 'any paper or book whatsoever which shall be meant to be published or dispersed' if it comprises either words grouped together in a manner calculated to convey a message, or a drawing, illustration or other picture. Hence it is required on most books and printed publications.

Certain specified publications are exempt – banknotes, bills of exchange; promissory notes; bonds or securities for the payment of money; bills of lading; policies of insurance; letters of attorney; deeds; agreements; transfers or assignments of stocks or shares; receipts; law proceedings; and papers printed by authority of Parliament or of any public board or public officer. Catalogues, receipts for money or goods, and many categories of printed stationery and packaging material also appear to be excluded – a list follows at the end of this document. 

Note: The BPIF cannot provide interpretation of the Law. That is a matter for the courts. The information given here is not intended to reduce the need to seek independent legal advice.

Election Material

Be aware also of the legislation covering election materials. Under the Representation of the People Act 1983, the name and address of the printer and publisher must appear on every bill, placard or poster having reference to an election and on every printed document distributed for the purpose of promoting or procuring the election of a candidate.

There was some confusion at the last election because the Government introduced the Political Parties, Elections and Referendums Act 2000 which changed the previous position regarding information as to the printer and publisher of election material.  Unfortunately this was too late for all three main electoral parties who had already printed their material conforming to the old requirements under the Representation of the People Act 1983.  The Government rushed through a repeal to avoid the embarrassment of all parties having to junk their election material and start again!

However, the position now is that all election material must show:

· The name and address of the printer 

· The name and address of the promoter of the material 

· The name and the address of the person on whose behalf the material is being published (normally the registered party or candidate) 

This applies to:

· National election material as well as material produced on behalf of candidates 

· Third parties such as pressure groups and trade unions 

· Both local and parliamentary elections 

· Material published outside election periods

In the case of a poster or window bill, it may be necessary to print the imprints on both sides. The High Court ruled in 1983 that imprints should appear on the side intended to face the public. In that particular case, the poster carried a slogan and the words “Please display” on one side, and a picture and details of the candidate on the other. The imprints should have appeared on the side bearing the slogan, but were only shown on the other side. This left the situation open to interpretation so, when in doubt, ensure the imprint is on both sides. The printer is liable to a fine and cannot apply for relief to the High Court. However, if the candidate or agent applies and is granted relief, the printer is also exonerated from any consequences.

Penalties

The penalty for omission of the imprint is a fine of up to £50 for each copy, and proceedings may be brought in respect of any number of copies. Those liable are the printer and any person who publishes and disperses, or assists in publishing or dispersing, the offending material. Proceedings may only be commenced with the approval and in the name of the Law Officers, and prosecution must be begun within three months of the date of printing (in the case of the printer) or of the date of publication, sale etc. (in the case of a publisher or distributor). 

If the imprint is required by law on a particular piece of printed matter, the printer must add it whether the customer agrees or not. In a case decided in 1822, the omission of the imprint - even by desire of the customer - was held to disentitle the printer to recover payment for the work done, in addition to rendering him liable to the penalty. 

The legislation reflects the historic concept that printers and publishers were one and the same. It consequently places burdens on printers which might seem more appropriately placed on publishers. There have been no recorded cases of prosecutions under this legislation for a number of years. 

The old Act was declared not to apply to Ireland. However, broadly similar Printer's Imprint requirements exist in Northern Ireland and are contained in the printed Printed Documents Act (Northern Ireland) 1970. The imprint is required on 'any document which is or is intended to be publicly sold, distributed or displayed'. There does not appear to be a separate publisher's imprint requirement, and exemptions similar to those applying in Great Britain exist. The penalty for omission of the imprint is a fine of up to £50 or imprisonment for up to three months, or both, for a first offence; and a fine of up to £250 or imprisonment for up to six months, or both, for a second or any subsequent offence. The penalty appears to apply only to the printer. 

Retention of copies

Under the Printer's Imprint legislation, a printer in Great Britain must keep for six months a copy of everything he prints for reward, if it is of a kind required to bear a printer's imprint. He must write or print on that copy the name and address of the person or persons who employed him to print it. He must at any time within that period produce the copy on demand to any magistrate. 

Exported and imported products

Printed matter for export: matter printed in the UK for export is also subject to the Printer's Imprint requirements. In addition, a number of countries require imported printed matter to be marked with the ‘country of origin’. The requirement may be imposed in all cases, or only in cases where (for example by being printed in the language of the importing country) the impression might otherwise be given that the printed matter is a domestic product. Printers undertaking export business usually use an all-purpose imprint capable of satisfying both UK and foreign law, e.g. Printed in Great Britain by John Smith & Co, 400 Fleet Street, London, England'. 

Origin marking of imported printed matter: The Printer's Imprint legislation does not appear to apply to imported printed matter. There is, however, separate legislation governing the origin marking of imported goods. Any origin information given must be true, and Customs have powers to prevent the importation of material bearing a false or misleading indication of origin. In addition, goods bearing a UK name or mark (or anything which might be taken to be a UK name or mark) must bear an indication of the country of origin if they are in fact imported. This latter requirement does not apply to goods used, or to be used, as containers or labels for other goods; and there is power to direct that the requirement shall not apply to specified classes of goods. Exemptions granted under this power include books, periodicals, printed music and catalogues, and record sleeves. 

Note: The BPIF cannot provide interpretation of the Law. That is a matter for the courts. The information given here is not intended to reduce the need to seek independent legal advice.

Exemptions from the Printer’s Imprint requirements in Great Britain

1. Matter which is not 'meant to be published or dispersed' [1839 Act, Section 2]. This might include matter printed in-house for internal circulation. 

2. Matter which comprises words calculated to convey only a greeting, invitation or other message in conventional form [1961 Act, Section 1 (1) (a)]. This would appear to include: 

· Most Christmas and other greetings cards (provided that, if pictorial, the picture is merely a geometrical, floral or other design).

· Stationery, sheets, cards and forms designed to be completed in manuscript or by other means of record, including: letter headings; form letters; forms for use in connection with accountancy; order forms; certificate and declaration forms; proposal and application forms; entry forms for competitions and so on; medical records and temperature charts; menu cards and place cards; skeleton bills of quantities. plain postcards; all other stationery sheets, cards and forms.

· Stationery books, including exercise books; scrap books; drawing books; books of graph paper; account books; registers; log books; report books; letter copying books.

· The following packaging material:
cartons; paper bags; wrappers; gummed tape; self-adhesive tape; carrier bags. 

· The following other items:
address books; compliments slips; correspondence cards and notelets; invitation cards; albums for stamps, autographs, photographs and the like; labels, tags and seals; envelopes; card index systems, filing systems and requisites; photographic mounts and folders; paper serviettes; paper doylies, paper table covers, paper table decorations; shelf paper and similar articles of paper.

3. Matter which comprises a drawing, illustration, or other picture, provided the picture represents only a geometrical, floral or other design or a registered trademark or any combination thereof [1961 Act, Section 1 (1) (b)]. This would appear to include: Certain Christmas and greetings cards (provided that any words convey only a greeting or other message in conventional form); paper serviettes, paper doilies, paper table covers, paper table decorations; shelf paper and similar articles of paper. Any other matter listed above at paragraph 2 (e.g. labels, paper bags) with a picture. 

4. Matter consisting of the name and address, or business or profession, of any person, and the articles in which he deals or the services he offers; and any papers for the sale of estates or goods by auction or otherwise, or for particulars of services offered [1799 Act, Section 31, as amended and extended by 1961 Act, Section 1 (3)]. This includes: Address cards; business cards; mail order, trade and other catalogues; travel and other advertising brochures; advertisements of goods and property for sale. 

5. Papers printed by the authority and for the use of either House of Parliament [1799 Act, Section 28]. 

6. Other matter specifically exempted [1811 Act, Section 3]: Bank of England notes; bills of exchange and promissory notes; bonds or other securities for payment of money; bills of lading; insurance policies; letters of attorney, deeds and agreements; transfers, assignments or dividend warrants of corporation or company stocks or securities; receipts for money or goods; court proceedings; papers printed by authority of public boards or public officers in the execution of their duties. 


Note: The BPIF cannot provide interpretation of the Law. That is a matter for the courts. The information given here is not intended to reduce the need to seek independent legal advice.

Items that do not require Printer’s Imprint

The following items are exempt provided they are normal items of the kind mentioned and do not contain additional material. Similar items may also be exempt unless marked*.

	A

	account books

	accounting forms

	address books

	advertisements (trade)

	agreements*

	albums for stamps, photographs, etc

	application forms

	assignments of public or corporate stocks or other securities*

	auction particulars

	autograph books

	B

	Bank of England notes*

	bills of exchange*

	bills of lading*

	bonds or other securities*

	business cards

	C

	card index systems

	cartons

	catalogues (trade)

	certificates

	commercial advertisements

	compliment slips

	correspondence cards

	court proceedings*

	D

	declaration forms

	deeds*

	dividend warrants*

	doilies

	E

	entry forms

	Envelopes

	Exercise books

	F

	Forms

	G

	Graph paper books

	Gummed paper

	H

	Houses of Parliament papers*

	I

	Insurance policies*

	Invitation cards

	L

	Labels

	Letterheadings

	Log-books

	Letters of attorney*

	M

	Medical record cards

	Menu cards

	P

	Paper serviettes

	Parliamentary papers

	Photograph albums

	Place cards

	Price lists (trade)

	Promissory notes

	Property advertisements

	Proposal forms

	Public boards’ papers*

	public officers’ papers

	R

	Receipts

	Record books

	Registers

	Report books

	S

	Scrap books

	Seals

	Self-adhesive tape

	Serviettes

	Shelf paper, etc

	Skeleton bills of quantity

	Stamp albums

	T

	Table covers

	Tags

	Temperature charts

	Trade advertisements

	Trade catalogues

	Trade price lists

	Transfers of public or corporate stock and other securities*

	W

	wrappers

	

	


1
[image: image1.jpg]


© 

May 2003

[image: image1.jpg]